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Using Literary Works and Paintings to
Interpret Garden Spaces - The Case of
the Jichang Yuan

Ruei-Chen Ye"

Abstract

In the late Ming dynasty, garden construction was prevalent among
members of the literati community. In constructing a garden, the owner
imbued the spaces found therein with meaning. When guests visited the
garden, in addition to composing prose and poems, they also painted
pictures to express their feelings and their perceptions of it. The spatial
significance of the garden was continued and enlarged through the above-
mentioned activities between the host and his guests. Moreover, the image
of the host and the interaction between the host and his guests was
portrayed through these writings and paintings. In this article, I take the
Jichang yuan Z45[E (Garden of Entrusting Delight) as an example, and
attempt to interpret the garden’s spatial meaning through a mutual reading
of literary works and paintings. I try to understand how literati established
the spatial meaning of gardens through writing and painting, and moreover
seek to reveal the interaction between garden writing and painting during
the late Ming.

Key words: Jichang yuan (Garden of Entrusting Delight) Z#5[& - Qin
Yao Z# ~ F Album of Jichang Garden Z¥5E H5E
Song Maojin K% ~ Garden literature and paintings [E/#f
Z8

* Post-Doctoral Fellow, National Taiwan University
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