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Mountains, Clans and Channels of
Communication: On the Discourse concerning
Scholars and Officials in Xu Zan’s “Huashan
fu” and its Historical Interpretation

Tung-Hai Hsu*

Abstract

This article examines rhapsodies written about Huashan Mountain in
Xiyue in an effort to shed light on the important cultural characteristics of
Xu Zan’s “Huashan fu” during the Ming dynasty. It also looks into fu
studies and historiography as well as important cultural characteristics
related to lineages of scholars and officials, including their language styles.
The orientation and characteristics of writings on mountains richly reflect
the figures of Xu Zan and the scholars in his family, as well as

contemporary official figures and their historiographical pulses.

Key words: mountains, clans, recommendations, cifu, Huashan, Xu Zan

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University
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