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The Frontier of History:
Fragments in the Xijing zaji from the
Perspective of the Historiography of Early
Medieval China

Chi Hu"

Abstract

Research on the Xijing zaji 75 5 % 5C has centered on
determining the authenticity of the text and analyzing its contents to
study the rituals and institutions of the Western Han dynasty. The
purpose of this article is to investigate this fragmentary text from the
perspective of the historiography of early medieval China. The
preface to the text makes use of a comparison between Liu Xin’s 2|
Uk Hanshu zaji JEEZ5EEC and Ban Gu's PI[E Hanshu JEZE to
encourage the reader to ponder two representations of the past: one
belonging to the contemporary generation; the other to later
generations. The main difference between these representations lies
not in the facts they chose to document, but in the way such facts are
depicted (or not). As fragments not chosen by Ban Gu, the entries in
the Xijing zaji show multiple perspectives and vivid memories that
cannot be reduced to a single narrative in official history. Going
beyond sequences, categories and cause-effect relationships, this
work provides a glimpse of the limitation of contemporary
representation and reminds the reader of the process involved in
“making” history and tradition.

Key words: Xijing zaji, fragments, memories, historiography

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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