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Replacement, Displacement, Misplacement:
On the Polemics of Nostalgia in “Ambon
Vacation” and Goodbye, Eagle

Hsiu-Mei Liu”

Abstract

“Ambon Vacation” %7 fx Hf and Goodbye, Eagle £ & 5 R
are two novels respectively written by the Singaporean author Chia Joo
Ming #H#5EE and the Taiwanese aboriginal female author Dadelavan
Ibau of the Paiwan Tribe . The former novel contains two storylines
that crisscross in time and space, telling the circuitous migration route of a
family with the father and son seeking their homeland. Followers of
Koxinga in the aftermath of the fall of the Ming, the family’s ancestors had
intended to sail to Taiwan, but their ship was blown off course to one of
the Muluka islands by a typhoon. The typhoon altered the family’s destiny,
transplanting its roots and even its ethnic kinship ties. The latter novel
describes the experience of its author, Ibau, performing the Kora
pilgrimage in Tibet. During this pilgrimage, undertaken in a different
region with a different culture, she experiences an unexpected sense of
nostalgia and belonging, as well as feelings of replacement, displacement
and misplacement. These two stories revolve around the theme of how an
individual comes to terms with his or her identity consciousness with the

passage of time and the transposition of space. For those who experience a

Associate Professor, Department of Sinophone Literatures, National Dong Hwa University.
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long period of “place-change” and “race-change” (be it the migration of
Han Chinese or the altered state of existence of indigenous people) in
different historical contexts, a question arises: where exactly is his or her
hometown? This is an intriguing question that confronts every person,
society and ethnic group. Recently, the theory that “diaspora has an
expiration date” has been proposed from the perspective of settlement and
assimilation following migration. However, since ancient times, the
contradictions and complexities inherent in “location” and “identity” have
never ceased. Identity is ever-changing and varies depending on different
locations and contingent experiences. It points to one’s acceptance of a
given location and one’s creation of a symbolic location. For migrants, the
creation and recognition of a symbolic location have usually generated a
“residual” longing for bygone time and space, a catalyst which stimulates
the immigrant’s imagination regarding the diminishing “original location.”
In sum, this article focuses on two novels that feature different migrant
protagonists; it discusses how reality-based spatial imagery turns into a
historical venue, and how it affects the protagonists undergoing place-

change and race-change.

Key words: historical events JfE 52 #35, “Ambon Vacation” 27 ¥ i

HH, Goodbye, Eagle 7 & F5 ., localized nostalgia 1 Hf, 47
FX, diaspora B, identity 2 [H]
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