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Rethinking the Use and Functions of Y# in
Old Chinese

Boon-Hock Yew"

Abstract

This article analyzes the correspondence between the [V+N] and
[V+yu+N] constructions in Old Chinese, arguing that these two structures
differ in meaning. In the latter construction, yu }? introduces a locative
or stative reference or marks interpersonal directionality. This
interpersonal directionality is not limited to the orientation of interpersonal
treatment but also encompasses social relationships, including distinctions
based on gender, social status, internal versus external affiliation, and
attribution. It is proposed here that yu J> functions as a marker for less
direct semantic roles characterized by positionality or directionality. This
essential preposition in Old Chinese gradually declined during the late
Warring States period, with its omission or redundancy resulting from

historical evolution.

Key words: yu J%, interpersonal directionality, positionality,

directionality, less direct semantic roles
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