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Essay Competitions before John Fryer's Fiction
Contest: The Development of Essay Contests
Organized by Missionaries in The Globe
Magazine

Chu-Ching Tsai*

Abstract

In 1895, John Fryer launched a fiction contest for new novels through
the Shun Bao and The Globe Magazine on the themes of the “three great
evils,” opium, the literary examination essay, and foot binding. Scholars
contend that this activity not only promoted the publication of new novels
before the “New Novels,” but they also praise the essay contest itself.
Expanding on this earlier scholarship, this article made use of the digital
search function in the “Late Qing Periodicals Full-Text Database” as well
as other relevant historical materials to establish the diachronic
development of the missionary essay contests over time in 7he Globe
Magazine, so as to contextualize our understanding of John Fryer’s fiction-
writing competition.

Research shows that long before John Fryer, missionaries such as
Timothy Richard and Young John Allen had accumulated rich experience
in holding essay contests by soliciting manuscripts through newspapers,
periodicals, and academic societies. In the trend of development from
"religion" to "politics," they moved towards the goal of taking Western
learning and current affairs as the objective of academic examinations. In
the process, they not only effectively connected with China's high-level

officials, but also with the intellectual class participating in the imperial
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examinations. They thereby laid a solid foundation for the future petition

activities of Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao.

Key words: John Fryer, The Globe Magazine, The Society for the
Diffusion of Christian and General Knowledge among the
Chinese, Timothy Richard, Young John Allen
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