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An Examination of Tao Yuanming’s “Drinking”
Poems | to V

Wu, Yuan-Feng

The objective of this paper is to analyze the intrinsic meaning
and structure of the first five of Tao Yuanming’s “Drinking” poems.
We have chosen to focus on the first five poems due to the fact that
they contain a discussion of the dao’s general principles. Beginning
with the sixth poem in the series, “Traversing Thousands of Miles,”
the discussion focuses on the complexity of specific human affairs,
and this topical shift can serve to distinguish the first five poems
from those that follow. Hence, through an examination of the first
five “Drinking” poems, we are able to interpret the depth of the
poet’s aspirations towards the dao. As a whole, the makeup of the
“Drinking” poems has a tight organizational structure and a
profound rationale. With regards to the first five “Drinking” poems,
the logic of their layout is as follows: the first “Drinking” poem
broadly discusses the dao and its characteristics; the second
“Drinking” poem discusses the correctness of the human dao (with
the dao being located in the human realm); the third “Drinking”
poem discusses mistaken views of the human dao (the problems of
fame and fortune); the fourth “Drinking” poem discusses the
process of realizing the dao for oneself; and the fifth “Drinking”
poem discusses the ultimate mental state that accompanies the
dao’s realization. From the perspective of the entire series of
“Drinking” poems, the topics discussed in the first five poems can
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be viewed as providing an overview of their content.

Keywords: Tao Yuan Ming, the Drinking poems, dao, morality



