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Revisiting the Daoist Elements in Join's Shinto
Theory on the Basis of the Newly Discovered
Shiieki Zenge Shinto Kei

Kai-Ting Chien*

Abstract

Join (1682-1739) was a Tendai monk during the mid-Edo period in
Japan. It is said that during the early Hoei era (1704-1711), he received the
esoteric teachings of Sannd Ichijitsu Shintd from Senzon (1639-1708), a
disciple within the lineage of Tenkai (?-1643). While serving as the betto
of Mount Togakushi in Shinano Province, Join advocated for what he
termed Shugendd Ichijitsu Reishii Shintd. This doctrine is considered a
synthesis of Sannd Ichijitsu Shintd, Togakushi Shugendd, and Reishii
Shintd, which was derived from the Sendai Kujihonki Taiseikyo. His
reforms, which included alterations to initiation and other rituals as well as
clerical attire, sparked opposition from followers and placed him in conflict
with the head temple, Kan’eiji. As a result, he was labeled a “heretic” and
ultimately exiled in Genbun 4 (1739). His writings were subsequently
banned and ordered to be destroyed. Since the 1930s, Japanese scholars
have conducted research on Join’s Shintd theories based on surviving
scattered works. However, due to the complexity and diversity of his
thought, academic interpretations vary, particularly regarding the role of
Daoism within his so-called Shugendd Ichijitsu Reishii Shintd. Despite the
gradual discovery and utilization of his writings, some texts remain

overlooked. One such work is the Shiieki Zenge Shinto kei, held in the

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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collection of the Jangseogak Library at The Academy of Korean Studies.
This text is Join’s commentary on the Zhouyi Chanjie, a work by the late
Ming and early Qing Chinese monk Ouyi Zhixu (1599-1655). This article
centers its discussion on this work and engages with the discourse

established by previous scholars.

Key words: Join, Mount Togakushi, Edo Period Tendai Buddhism,
Shugendd Ichijitsu Reishii Shintd, Shiieki Zenge Shinto kei
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