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E 1-31 - Susan Bassnett, Comparative Literature: A Critical Introduction (Oxford: Blackwell,

1993), pp. 1-47.

René Wellek, “The Crisis of Comparative Literature,” in The Princeton Sourcebook in Comparative
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University Press, 2009), pp. 162-172.
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Literature: Method and Perspective, ed Newton P. Stallknecht and Horst Frenz (Carbondale:

Southern Illinois University Press, 1961), pp. 3-57.

René Etiemble, The Crisis in Comparative Literature, Translated by Herbert Weisinger and

Georges Joyaux (East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1966), p.ix. Claudio Guillén,

“Some Observations on Parallel Poetic Forms”, Tamkang Review, 2.2/3.1 (1971/72): 395.
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A D25 Anthony C. Yu, “Problems and Prospects in Chinese-Western Literary Relations,”
in Comparative Journeys. Essays on Literature and Religion East and West (New York: Columbia
University Press, 2009), p. 102.
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Earl Miner, Comparative Poetics: An Intercultural Essay on Theories of Literature (Princeton:

Princeton University Press, 1990), pp. 4-33.
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Essential Aspects of Hong Kong Lyrical
Discourse: A Study of the Transformation of
“Sorrow on an Autumn Trip” into Rouge and

“The Rise and Fall of Wing Shing Street”

C.T. Au"

Abstract

The concept of the Chinese lyrical tradition is a research topic in the
field of comparative literature. Following René Wellek’s identification of
the crisis of Comparative Literature in 1959, the discipline has received an
increasing amount of attention. In response to this crisis, various solutions
have been proposed by critics, with comparative poetics being one such
solution. Chen Shih-hsiang’s [ {5 announcement that the “Chinese
literary tradition as a whole is a lyrical tradition” was actually an outgrowth
of comparative poetics. His provocative pronouncement initiated
discussion and debate on the Chinese lyrical tradition within research
communities in the United States, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and mainland
China. The present article focuses on the uniqueness of Hong Kong lyrical
discourse. As far as the study of conceptions of the Chinese lyrical tradition
is concerned, critics often focus on the relationship between elite culture,
classical Chinese literature, and the Chinese lyrical tradition while the
close relationship between popular culture, modern Chinese literature, and

the Chinese lyrical tradition is mostly neglected. I believe that, to a great

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Literature and Cultural Studies, The Education University of

Hong Kong
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extent, the key features of the Hong Kong lyrical tradition correspond to
those forgotten traits of the Chinese lyrical tradition delineated by Chen.
In “A Literary Study on ‘Sorrow on an Autumn Trip® {( ZRFKIE) 7
Leonard K.K. Chan [§[#]Ek examines the uniqueness of Hong Kong
lyrical discourse, pointing out that the Naamyam FgE lyric “Sorrow on
an Autumn Trip” has had a great influence on Lillian Lee Pik-wah’s 2228
#E Rouge (HNHE#1) (the novel as well as the film adaptation) and on
Dung Kai-cheung’s ERE{& “The Rise and Fall of Wing Shing Street” { 7k
B EES ) | Since the relationship between these works is not the major
concern of Chan’s article, I believe a study of the connection between the
Naamyam lyric and both popular and elite culture not only helps fill a gap
in existing scholarship—while delineating the essential aspects of a Hong
Kong lyrical tradition in particular—but also provides a fuller picture of

the Chinese lyrical tradition in general.

Key words: lyrical tradition, Hong Kong lyrical discourse, “Sorrow on an

Autumn Trip” ( ZiEFKIR ), Rouge (PRASHI), comparative

literature
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