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The Poetry, Activities, and Inner World of Shen
Zengzhi at the Wuchang Mufu

Chien-Ming Chen*

Abstract

The Tongguang style represents the magnificent conclusion of
traditional Chinese poetry, and it is marked by the emergence of many
outstanding poets. The rise of this style was driven by the trends and
demands of the mid-to-late Qing dynasty. In 1898, Shen Zengzhi became
a member of Zhang Zhidong’s staff at the Wuchang mufu, exchanging and
discussing poetry with Chen Yan and Zheng Xiaoxu. Their camaraderie
and shared spirit are often regarded as a significant moment for the
Tongguang style. This article seeks to demonstrate, from Pierre Bourdieu’s
perspective, that Zhang Zhidong's staff formed a literary field embedded
within a field of power. Driven by financial pressures, Shen Zengzhi joined
this group, and his every action, including his poetic practices, was closely
tied to the survival mindset of an outsider. His involvement not only
influenced the history of poetry but also had a profound impact on national

history and even shaped the course of his later life.

Key words: Tongguang style, Shen Zengzhi, Chen Yan, Zhang Zhidong,
the Mufu system
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