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Moving Beyond Limitations and Problems in

Past Explanations of the Lunyu: Taking Tan

Jiazhe’s Analysis of the First Nine Entries in
Xue’er as an Example

Yuan-Feng Wu"

Abstract

In contrast to both traditional commentaries and the modern use of
western theories to interpret Chinese thought, Tan Jiazhe 5T regards
the arrangement of chapters and entries in classical texts as being grounded
in rigor and coherence. He further maintains that the thought and principles
expressed within texts reflect the real world where humans confront
objective reality and the truth of existence. Tan’s classical annotations
respond to, and go beyond, interpretive issues that had limited
commentators in the past. By confirming textual principles in his
interpretations, he has been able to re-master the essence of Confucianism,
respond to the problems with, and the erroneous direction of, “transcendent
truth” #EEE in western culture, and reassess the value and position of
Confucianism in world civilization. In the context of the larger
reassessment of classical exegesis that has taken place in the modern era,
Tan’s methods and achievements are truly unique. However, Tan’s

originality in interpreting the classics is often attributed to his personal

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, Asia University, Taiwan
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style, and thus his work has not achieved a status equaling traditional
modes of interpretation. This article probes the exegetical contributions of
Tan’s Interpretation of the Analects of Confucius Fmea-Ff# and compares
them with earlier commentaries to show how Tan’s views cover a range of
traditional and contemporary interpretative approaches. It provides a
detailed analysis of Tan’s exegetical achievements and delineates his

contributions to the objective interpretation of classical texts.

Key words: Interpretation of the Analects of Confucius Gfist-1-fi#, Tan

Jiazhe FZHT, Xue'er 2, transcendence/ordinariness i
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