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The Origins and Distribution of Laoshu,
Haozi, Laochong, and Related Expressions in
Modern Chinese Dialects

Meng-Bing Xiang®

Abstract

On the basis of Map 034 in the vocabulary volume of the Linguistic
Atlas of Chinese Dialects %3575 = Hi[B|£2, this article divides the
different terms for mouse into five major categories: the shii Eg, category,
the hdao #E category, the chéng i category, the ké % category, and
the category of other (gita ELft). Words in the shi category cover over
79% of the total number of instances in dialects. The major pattern found
in this category is represented by the term ldoshii = g, a double-syllable
word that first appeared in the Tang Dynasty. Ldoshi is distributed in
most regions except for the Northeast and the Southwest. Words
belonging to the hdo category cover 76% of non-shii category dialect
instances. The terms in this category are mainly distributed in the
northeastern and the southwestern parts of the shu category regions, i.e.
the Northeast (including neighboring regions such as Béijing-Tianjin, the
north of Hébéi and the north of Shanx1) and the Southwest. The major
pattern found in this category is exemplified by hdozi #E T its
provenance can be traced back to the Ming dynasty when the tax term
shuhao EEFE was borrowed from the name mouse (shii jié shui ming g,
&5 4%). Perhaps because the word shithao was ambiguous, and different
from the usual constructions used in animal names, a series of different

forms soon appeared including hdoshi $E E,, haochdéng ¥t &% and

*  Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,, Peking University
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yehaozi 1{FET-. Haozi is most likely the simplified version of yéhaozi,
which was first used in the Lidoning area, and which then spread to
Béijing-Tianjm and surrounding regions with the Manchurian invasion.
The exploitation of mineral resources in the Southwest frontier regions
during the Qing dynasty also led to the development of a new continuous
distribution area for the term hdozi #£7-. The word laochong &5 is
mainly found in the Siizhou area, Nanchang county and a few
surrounding locations that speak the Gan dialect. It is a blend of a new
and an old word form (haochdong #E&% and laoshii ). In the twenty-
eighth year of the Wanli & J& reign (1600), the Xuétao Pavilion
Collection ZEZE]%5 recorded this new portmanteau word from the

dialect of the Stizhou area.

Key words: Linguistic Atlas of Chinese Dialects JE:E 5= Hi[E| £, terms
for mice & ELHYER)E, geographical distribution HrEE 5531,
historical origins [ 52 3¢ 5
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