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On the Origins of Modern Chinese Literature
from the Perspective of the Dialectical
Relationship between the Classical and

Vernacular Languages: The Example of

Zhou Shoujuan’s fHJEEE Theory and Practice

of Literary Culture in Early Republican Era

Jian-hua Chen”

Abstract

In the early Republican era, Zhou Shoujuan’s fEJEFE literary and
cultural activities included literary translation, creative writing, film,
politics, and print culture. Zhou endorsed the cultural politics of
“embracing both old and new,” which was based on the equal treatment
of the classical and vernacular languages. Not only did this cultural
politics provide Zhou and his contemporaries with momentum in their
creation of a new urban culture in 1920s Shanghai, but it also has been
revived in China today. As a member of the Southern Society, Zhou was
influenced by the ‘“national essence” and “revival of antiquity”
intellectual trends of the late Qing, which criticized warlords and
politicians, advocated family ethics, and expressed support for a
Republican constitution. His fiction manifested literary modernity while
remaining embedded in the Chinese lyrical tradition. By examining the

origins of modern Chinese literature in historical context, this article

Emeritus Professor, The Hong Kong University of Science & Technology; Zhiyuan Professor,

Shanghai Jiao Tong University
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treats a series of concepts such as old and new, elite and popular in a
more complicated and subtle way, which touches upon methodological

issues involved in the practice of “rewriting literary history.”

Key words: Zhou Shoujuan [EJE5E, the classical language, the
vernacular language, the national essence, the revival of

antiquity, the lyrical tradition
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