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Is Liezi the Chongxu zhenjing 7— The
Thought Structure of Emptiness and Desire

Yu-Cheng Liao*

Abstract

Since the Tang dynasty, the Liezi has been regarded as the Chongxu
zhenjing. The term chongxu has traditionally been viewed as a crucial
concept within the Liezi. However, is the core essence of the text truly
centered around chongxu? If that is the case, how should the interpretation
of the chapter titled “Yang Zhu” be approached? Some scholars believe
that the content of this book is mixed and contradictory, appearing to be a
jumble of incoherent thoughts. There are also those who argue that it might
not be suitable to include the section on Yang Zhu, or that Yang Zhu should
be discussed separately from the Liezi. While these viewpoints have their
merits, they overlook the underlying philosophical system that seems to be
implied by both Yang Zhu and the Liezi. This article argues that, because
of the presence of the chapter on Yang Zhu, the eight chapters of the Liezi
form a thought structure of “emptiness and desire.” Chongxu and renyu
may seem different, but they share the same philosophical roots. The
meaning of “emptiness and desire” is evident, distinguishing the approach
found in the Liezi from another Daoist archetype represented by Laozi and

Zhuangzi.

Key words: Liezi, Yang Zhu, chongxu zhenjing, renyu, emptiness and

desire
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