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Magnifying the Positive by Articulating the
Negative : The Villain Roles in Deng Zhimo’s Daoist
Novels

Guo Dai Ying

This article explores the literary functions of the villain roles
in Deng Zhimo's Daoist novels. Deng's Tieshu ji ( Record of the
Iron Tree ), Zhouzao ji ( Record of the Cursed Jujube ) and Feijian
ji (Record of the Flying Sword ) were published during the Wanli
reign in the Ming dynasty. All the leading characters are Daoists
heroes. They all went through different paths of rigorous tests in
accordance with their sects. Moreover, their roles as heroes are also
enhanced by the villains. For analyzing how Deng used the
villain roles to manifest the hero ones, this article first examines
how Deng selected material and plot arrangement, and then
discusses the function and significance of the villain roles in the
three novels, including Nie Long (evil dragon) in the Tieshu ji,
Wang E (literally king evil ) in the Zhouzao ji, and the laymen in
the Feijian ji. These villain roles not only represent the defects in
human nature and contrast with the heroes’ virtues, but also
emphasize and set off the heores’ self-cultivation through all the
religious trials. Last, this article will argue how Deng adapted and
popularized religious sources through the development of all the
roles, and distinguished his achievement in the realm of religious
novels.

Keywords: Tieshu ji {(4##t:z) ~ Zhouzao ji { %t & 3z ) ~ Feijian ji
( % &)z ) ~ Nie Long (evil dragon) E+# ~ WangE 2
& - attaining salvation & "t





