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Daring to Blame Wang within Heaven and
Earth: Marriage Writing by Talented Females
in the Ming and Qing Dynasties and Its
Cultural Motivations

Yu-Yu Qiao”

Abstract

Married life is a common theme in female writings from the past. In
the Ming and Qing dynasties, talented females expressed resentment over
marrying the wrong man with the sigh of tianrang wanglang KIEFE}
(How can there be a husband such as Wang [Ningzhi] in the world!). This
sentiment was articulated both directly and indirectly in the writings of
talented females who married disabled husbands, suffered spousal abuse,
lacked spiritual resonance with their husbands, or experienced hardships
due to their husbands’ failures. The marital misfortunes endured by many
talented females cannot simply be attributed to unreasonable marriage
institutions or to fate. Instead, the expansion of opportunities for female
social intercourse increased gender awareness among the talented females
of the Ming and Qing. As a result of their miserable tianrang wanglang
marriages, they often reflected on female destiny within patriarchal society,
and expressed their feelings through poetry. The literati of the Ming and
Qing, particularly those who were frustrated with their own circumstances,
played an important role in the spread of anecdotes and other writings that
depicted talented females trapped in disappointing marriages. These literati
circulated such writings not only because the beauty and talent of these

unfortunate women satisfied their curiosity, but also because they

*  Lecturer, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Southeast University
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oftentimes experienced similar frustrations. Moreover, the literati’s pursuit
of a marriage ideal in which their wives accompanied them in the
composition of poetry, together with their depictions of ill-starred women,
gave rise to a new social atmosphere that deeply influenced talented
females and moved them to take pity on themselves. Analyzing the
motivations informing female writings by focusing on the sigh of tianrang
wanglang helps us better understand the essence of their words and their
authorial mentality, as well as develop a more comprehensive and authentic

view of female literary history.

Key words: talented females 4 %2, wanglang FH[}, writings on marriage
TEUNZET, cultural motivations X A{EE)A
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