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The Development Process and Rhetorical
Strategies of “Praising Great Peace” Ci Poetry
in the Early Qing

I-Shao Lin"

Abstract

During the early Qing, under the impact of dynastic change, the style
of ¢i &d poetry gradually changed from one that was solemn and stirring
to one that “Praised Great Peace” (geyong taiping FXFk A ) so as to
echo the flourishing age. With respect to c¢i poetic theory, echoing the
flourishing age represented a rhetorical strategy, which was packaged
under “Refinement” (yahua T#(L) or justified as “Expressing Joy” (yanle
=4%). The development process of this strategy not only reflected the
social and political effects of ci, it also served to open up new topics.
Previous research on changes in Ming-Qing ci poetic style have tended to
highlight “Esteem” (zunti Zif3); while they mentioned the phenomena
of “Poeticization” (shihua #={L) and “Refinement,” they did not discuss
them in detail. This article argues that the “Refinement” of ci poetic style
in the early Qing was not necessarily aimed at promoting “Esteem,” for it
also promoted the content of “Praising Great Peace” lyrics. This style of
ci was based on “Expressing Joy” and decorated by ‘“Refinement;” it
became a standard by linking together style, content and emotional

essence. Therefore, from a diachronic perspective, this article investigates
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how early Qing ci poets promoted “Expressing Joy” and “Refinement” in
their ¢i that “Praised Great Peace.” It moreover employs a synchronic
point of view to analyze the rhetorical strategies that informed “Praising
Great Peace” ci poetry, as well as its relationship to, and dialogue with,

the social and political environment of the time.

Key words: Qing ci, promoting refinement, expressing joy, Zhu Yizun %
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