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4 “Central to the reading of every literary work is the interaction between its structure and its

recipient. This is why the phenomenological theory of art has emphatically drawn attention to the
fact that the study of a literary work should concern not only the actual text but also, and in equal
measure, the actions involved in responding to that text. ...If the virtual position of the work is
between text and reader, its actualization is clearly the result of an interaction between the
two. ...In literary works, however, the message is transmitted in two ways, in that the reader
‘receives’ it by composing it. There is no common code—at best one could say that a common
code may arise in the course of the process.” Wolfgang Iser, “Interaction between Text and
Reader,” in Susan K. Suleiman and Inge Crossman, eds., The Reader in the Text: Essays on

Audience and Interpretation (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1980), p. 106.
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“ HI§ (Patricia Sieber) HiELeA TR A ER LS/ DI — BRI LA (cross-over
figure ) By i3 2 AR o Sieber, Theaters of Desire, pp. 128-129.

o ERIBAR (FEREC) BRANE - S RO - (BT (FERE) 4785 28 (1
TATERECHZE) (db5t  PRIBREIL AR » 1982 4F) -

YRR - AT ORI AR U R IS LR E L Sy ¢ “the site of a struggle
between the two principles of hierarchization: the heteronomous principle, favourable to those
who dominate the field economically and politically (e.g. ‘bourgeois art’), and the autonomous
principle (e.g. ‘art for art’s sake’), which those of its advocates who are least endowed with
specific capital tend to identify with a degree of independence from the economy, seeing temporal
failure as a sign of election and success as a sign of compromise.” Pierre Bourdieu, “The Field of
Cultural Production,” in David Finkelstein and Alistair McCleery, eds., The Book History Reader,
2nd ed. (New York: Routledge, 2006), p. 99. ASCEHEEEH B A E S A AR
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Debauchery and Barbarity: Reading Retrieved
History of Hailing /%552 against The Western
Chamber PEFEED

Xiao-qiao Ling"

Abstract

The anonymous Retrieved History of Hailing, printed between 1606
and 1627, is the fuller counterpart to the story of King Hailing in Tales to
Awaken the World figtt{F = edited by Feng Menglong /EZHE. While
both stories copy verbatim from the Official History of the Jin Dynasty
49 to lay out the framework of the narrative and flesh out the historical
outline with anecdotes in the storyteller’s voice, Retrieved History of
Hailing alone capitalizes on the act of reading as the ultimate source of
meaning-making. By employing marginal comments that cite exclusively
from Wang Shifu’s FEH zaju ¥EF| play The Western Chamber and Li
Rihua’s ZZH#E chuangi {# 37 adaptation, the novella invites the reader
to compare the storytelling to disparate dramatic moments that are
inserted in the most incongruent narrative contexts, thereby turning the
reader’s expectations into a source of narrative energy that accentuates
the foreignness and barbarity of King Hailing as the ultimate other. The
hierarchy of the book page in its spatial layout may also be fully reversed,
as the text proper presents itself to be commentary on the play evoked by
the marginal commentary. The foreign body of debauchery therefore
finds its most productive modalities not so much in the novelty of writing,

but by unearthing buried possibilities of reading the romantic play.
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Reading as a social act therefore fuctions as much as that of writing in

contributing to the solidarity of late Ming literati communities.

Key words: Retrieved History of Hailing /8% {52, The Western Chamber

PEEELD, reading, reception, print culture, fiction commentary
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