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On Cultural Philology and Its Methodology:
A Case Study of Cultural Siku Studies

Zhi-Li Cai’

Abstract

Due to the absence of theoretical consciousness and a theoretical
system, Siku studies PUEEZ2 have remained in a relatively scattered
condition since first being proposed in the 1980s. Recognizing this
problem, this article follows Zhou Jiming’s fEf&HH line of thinking on
cultural Siku studies PUE (B2 in order to carry out a theoretical
reflection upon it under the scope of cultural philology SZEAC/EER.
Following the first part of the article, which introduces the issue, the
second part discusses the possibility of a cultural philology in which the
fundamental assumption is the conditionality of the cultural field to
literature, which involves bi-directional interpretative access. The
methodological neglect of the interpretive function of literary codes and
the practical application of culturological theories is also discussed.
Taking cultural Siku studies as an example, the third part of the article
reflects on its status and trendlines, and analyzes its transverse
accumulation of cultural history from the two different perspectives of
academic history and the history of ideas. This is followed by a
discussion of the gradual turn towards culturology, and the need for even
further advance.

Key words: cultural philology SZEKSZ{EE2, cultural Siku studies VUJE
SCABER, Siku studies VUEEEER, Siku quanshu VU 42,
reflection upon theory
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