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The Relation between Zhu Xi’s Twenty Qiju
ganxing Poems and Daoist Forms of
Self-cultivation

Chen-Tao Shih*

Abstract

This article examines the relationship between Zhu Xi’s K=
twenty Qiju ganxing 75 &EH poems and the Daoist form of cultivation
known as dandao F}3E, discussing how later scholars of Zhu’s learning
interpreted this issue. In composing this group of poems, Zhu Xi was
inspired by Chen Zi’ang’s [#1-p Ganyu Jg#5. This is evident in Zhu’s
incorporation of words and sentence patterns that appeared in this earlier
set of poems. Moreover, the vocabulary Zhu utilized in the Qiju ganxing
also played an important role in the discourse on dandao. There are two
key differences, however, between the poems composed by Chen Zi’ang
and those written by Zhu Xi: the first concerned their understandings of
ultimate truth; and the second pertained to their conceptions of the
relation between Heaven and Mankind. In their analyses of Zhu Xi’s Qiju
ganxing poems, Chinese, Japanese and Korean scholars have advanced
the following three positions regarding the connection between them and
Daoist cultivation: (1) a view that emphasized a strict division; (2) a view
that stressed correspondence and harmony; and (3) a view that stressed a

close relation between Zhu Xi and Daoism. Through an investigation of

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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these three views, this article sheds light on the trajectory of development

of Zhu Xi’s learning.

Key words: Zhu Xi, Chen Zi’ang, Qijuganxing, dandao
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