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Aesthetic Pursuit and Practical Information in
The Qian Account ¥5E

Siao-chen Hu"

Abstract

We can often detect in Ming-Qing texts related to China’s southwest,
notwithstanding their generic categories, mutually referential and
competing discourses of history, legend, experience and imagination. In
this paper I take The Qian Account (53 )by Tian Wen HHZE, who served
as the governor of the Guizhou province I in the early Qing, as an
example to discuss how the values of practical information and aesthetic
pursuit interact in the generic framework of a local gazetteer / reference
book. The paper also argues that it is important to read The Qian Account
in the context of Tian’s writings, and compare it with his other works. In
so doing we can unveil the suppressed cacophony of conflicts, anxieties
and resentments which will greatly enrich our interpretation. As a writer,
Tian always strived to be intricate, ornate and novel; therefore, his
literary style contradicted the requirement of the “reference book for
governance.” It is precisely the contradiction, however, that has rendered

The Qian Account a text of outstanding literary merit.

Key words: Tian Wen FHZE, The Qian Account (Qian shu) 52,
Collected Works of the Guhuan Hall (Guhuan tang ji) THER

&, China’s southwest
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