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On the Differences between the Ideology of
Jia Baoyu and the Philosophies of Zhuangzi
and Chan

Chun-Chan Hsieh”

Abstract

Jia Baoyu’s & & s ultimate decision to shave his head and become
a Buddhist monk is interpreted by scholars as being related to a revelation
he experienced on the ideologies of Zhuangzi ¥ F and Chan f#
concerning the liberation from worldly troubles. However, it is argued here
that Jia Baoyu’s understanding of Zhuangzi and Chan departed greatly
from the true essence of their philosophies. This is shown in the fact that
Jia Baoyu only utilized words and phrases from Zhuangzi and Chan
without delving into their deeper purport. Furthermore, it is of even greater
significance that Baoyu only borrowed phrases to express his loneliness
and feelings of being misunderstood. This indicates that Jia Baoyu’s main
purpose was to break away from various human partings and sorrows
through deliberate escape and feigned ignorance. In other words, Jia
Baoyu’s final decision to become a monk may have originated from an
intense desire to escape, which differs significantly from the concepts of

transcendence and liberation advanced by Zhuangzi and Chan.

Key words: The Dream of the Red Chamber 4[f#2 ~ Jia Baoyu &HE
% ~ Zhuangzi £+ ~ Chan 18

Project Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University, Taiwan
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