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Rooster Disasters, Midnight Dances and the
Construction of the Literary Image of Liu Kun
and Zu Ti

Yao Pan*

Abstract

The historical construction of the images of Liu Kun and Zu Ti is the
result of multiple factors, such as the decline of correlative disaster theory,
the rise of rational thought in modern times, the emergence of the literati
class in the Tang and Song dynasties, and the recurrence of similar
historical circumstances. Liu Kun and Zu Ti have been criticized by
historians for being ambitious people who took pleasure in disasters and
greed. The foundation of this image was their joyful act of dancing at night
when they heard the crow of a rooster. Crowing at night was an anomalous
phenomenon associated with calamity, and it presaged a world in chaos
and at war with corpses everywhere. Roosters crowing at night thus
became one of the idioms used by Tang people to describe war. After the
Song dynasty, the night crow of an abandoned rooster lost its association
with oncoming disaster, and it became tied to the image of crowing at dawn
and urging people to get up early. The meaning of the story about Liu and
Zu dancing after hearing a rooster crow was transformed by Li Bai, who
interpreted it as a generous and heroic act of waving swords and dancing.

Liu and Zu accordingly became patriotic heroes during the Southern Song
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University.

180



Hetl ~ PO SRR H R R

dynasty; upon hearing the rooster’s crow, they got up early and practiced
swordsmanship in order to fight against the barbarians in the north and

recover the Central Plain.

Key words: disasters, roosters, dance, literary images

181



RSN E

182



