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Analyzing Du Fu’s Poetry from the Perspective

of the Ming-Qing Transition——Taking Wang

Shizhen’s “Before Shangu, After Qian-Lu” as a
Point of Departure

Hsin-Hsi Lee"

Abstract

Wang Shizhen F+fH employed the phrase “before Shangu [[[#,
after Qian-Lu #&JE" to describe the tradition of annotation on Du Fu’s #:
Hi poetry. In his discussions of Du Fu, Wang attempted to redefine the
style of poetic annotation advanced by the Jin and Yuan dynasty literatus
Yuan Haowen JL#FfH. Through an analysis of the perspective on the
Ming-Qing transition revealed in Wang Shizhen’s poems, it is possible to
elucidate Du Fu’s poetic significance in the early Qing dynasty.

This article describes two interpretative approaches to Du Fu’s poetry
that reveal a shift in perspective from “unintentionally writing prose” to
“inspiring emotion by expressing sadness about the times.” I begin by
providing an account of Yuan Haowen’s point of view on Du Fu’s poetry.
I then proceed to analyze the status and purpose of Lu Shique’s &1t j&
and Qian Qianyi’s §£:Hf#s notes and commentary on Du Fu during the
Ming-Qing transition. Finally, I examine Wang Shizhen’s discussions of

Du Fu’s poetics, and their relationship to the poetics of Ming loyalism

*  Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua University
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through the generational succession from Qian to Wang.
Thus, this study sheds light on both the poetics of Du Fu and the
poetics of the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Ming-Qing transition, the poetics of Du Fu, Qian Qianyi ##
Hf25, Lu Shique [E %, Wang Shizhen F 1%, Yuan
Haowen JT#[
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