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Self-Redemption and Salvation for Others are
Both Dao: A Study of the Marginalia in
the Xiyou zhengdao shu

Hsiao-Han Lin"

Abstract

The Xiyou zhengdao shu VHiEzE#EZE is the earliest and most
influential edition of the Journey to the West (Xiyou ji Pg##zC) produced
in the Qing dynasty. Carrying forward the position of the Shi pingben tH
SFK, the Zhengdao shu interprets the Journey to the West as a religious
allegory and also criticizes the xinxue /[ 22 perspective advanced in the Li
pingben ZZEFA. The Zhengdao shu influenced subsequent editions of the
Journey to the West, and moreover gave rise to the jiangdao shuo FEEER
tradition of interpretation, which comprehended the Journey to the West
in Daoist terms. In addition, the Zhengdao shu reconceptualized the
Journey to the West in a metaphorical way, which foreshadowed the
hidden meanings in the Dream of the Red Chamber 4] f#2. Wang Qi J¥
JH (1604-1668), the Zhengdao shu s redactor and commentator, was both
a publisher and a Daoist. His views on common knowledge, found in the
books he published, are evident in the marginalia of the Zhengdao shu.
Before the Zhengdao shu, Wang Qi composed a first person narrative
novel titled the Liizu quanshu ##H 432, This book incorporates the

concept of “experience” (yueli iz [f£), which imbues the Zhengdao shu

Ph.D. Student, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National Chi Nan University
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with a different meaning. Wang’s convictions impelled him to interpret
the Journey to the West from the viewpoint of a banished immortal, an
interpretive stance that led to the text being read as an allegory for

verifying the dao.

Key words: marginalia, allegory, Wang Qi }¥;H, Huang Zhouxing & J&

2, biographies of religious conversion, exemplum
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