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A Study of Journey to the West Narratives in
Huangtiandao Precious Volumes from the Ming
and Qing Dynasties”

Chia-Ying Hsieh*

Abstract

In the late Jiajing period of the Ming dynasty, not long before the
publication of the Shidetang edition of the Journey to the West, the
Huangtiandao religious movement was founded Huangtiandao tradition
used the story of the Journey to the West as a metaphor for alchemical, and
there are many alchemy verses in the Shidetang edition that are similar to
those found in the precious volumes of Huangtiandao. This article
examines the precious volumes of Huangtiandao that circulated in north
China during the Ming and Qing dynasties, and discusses the formation,
dissemination process, and significance of the narratives contained in the
precious volumes and the Shidetang edition of the Journey to the West.
From this analysis and a comparison with Huangtian Dao prevailed and the
content of precious volumes from the Qing dynasty, it is clear that the

author of the precious volumes must have seen the Shidetang edition;
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however, the precious volumes still retain differences with the narrative
found in that text. This shows that the narrative system that was derived
from the Journey to the West is at times closer to the popular stories
predating the Journey to the West from the late Yuan and early Ming
dynasty, which differ from the Shidetang edition.

The author of the precious volumes used the metaphor of the Journey
to the West to repeat Huangtiandao’s missionary message, but changed the
process of the five sages’ journey, naintaining that the beginning of the
journey originated from the support of gods, Buddhas and emperors. This
political and religious support implies Huangtiandao’s submission to the
regime; the identification of the sect’s leader as the reincarnation of Tang
Sanzang was intended to rationalize Huangtiandao’s status and classical
orthodoxy. The process of attaining scriptures in the precious volumes uses
the five sages as a metaphor for terms and methods related to inner alchemy
cultivation, which are different from the Shidetang edition’s metaphors that
illustrate Taoism/ Quanzhen Taoism’s cultivation methods and which adopt
Buddhist principles. The realm of cultivation reflects the characteristics of
Huangtiandao, the outer Buddha, the inner Dao and the integration of the
three religions. The precious volumes emphasizes the difficulty of
obtaining, and maintaining, the Five Sacred Scriptures. Studying how the
precious volumes of Huangtiandao combined popular stories and the
Shidetang edition’s narrative system sheds light on the formation and
circulation of Journey to the West narratives and reflects their diversity as

well as their value and significance.

Key words: precious volumes of Huangtiandao, Shidetang edition of the

Journey to the West, cultivation, inner alchemy

240



