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The Pursuit of the Highest Good — A
Comparison of the Relation between Morality
and Politics in the Daxue and Kant’s
Philosophy

Wen-Pin Chiang”

Abstract

Fundamentally, Confucians and Kant both emphasized that morality
was a definitive property of mankind. From a certain perspective, both
also asserted a close relation between morality and politics in terms of
humanity’s achievement of its moral destiny. This relation is concretely
presented in the connection posited between Kant’s “perpetual peace,”
the Daxue’s KE: “peace under heaven” and the highest good. As for the
relationship between morality and politics, neither Confucians nor Kant
could countenance the claim that morality served politics. Put differently,
both political philosophies were based in moral philosophy. In this paper,
we take the Daxue as representative of the moral political thought of
Pre-Qin Confucianism and compare it to the relationship between politics
and morality in Kant’s doctrine of the highest good. The purpose of this
comparison is not only to provide some insight into the meaning of
Confucianism in contemporary political thought, but also to sort out the

similarities and differences in the concepts informing morality and

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Tunghai University
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politics in Confucianism and Kantian philosophy.

Key words: the highest good, perpetual peace, Confucianism, Kant,

moral politicians
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