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On the Confucian Conception of Fraternal
Love: Criticisms of Ji You Advanced in
the Three Commentaries on the Chunqgiu and
Song Dynasty Neo-Confucianism

De-Ming Liu”

Abstract

There are many historical events recorded in the Chungiu ZZfk that
were criticized by later Confucians from an ethical perspective. One
event that drew the attention of many later Confucian commentators was
the conduct of Ji You &2/ towards his brothers. Discussions of Ji
You’s fraternal behavior figure prominently in the Han era Gongyang
zhuan ,\ZE(H as well as in Song dynasty Neo-Confucian (lixue HFHEZ)
thought. Through a detailed study of the textual record, this study
compares and contrasts the assessments of Ji You advanced in the three
main commentaries on the Chungiu and Neo-Confucianism. It aims to
shed light on their different attitudes towards “loving one’s relatives”
(gingin ¥#R), and also the larger transformations in Confucian thought

over this period.

Key words: the Chungiu, the Three Commentaries on the Chungiu, Ji

You, gingin (loving one’s relatives), Neo-Confucianism

Associate professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University
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