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The Functions of Cuo and their Divergence
in Bronze Vessel Inscriptions of the Western
and Eastern Zhou

Boon-Hock Yew"

Abstract

There exists a wide gap in the positions found in studies on the
functions of the character cué [l in bronze vessel inscriptions dating
from the Western Zhou V5 & period. This article argues that cud’s
functions are best explained by the concept of deixis, which shows not
only the differences but also the similarities between its various uses. It
further suggests that cuo is used to direct the listener to pay attention to
the speaker, or to refer to the circumstances just mentioned as a point of
consultation for the forthcoming situation. The former usage is situational
deixis, while the latter is textual deixis. The article also points out that
both types of usage underwent a functional shift during the late Western
Zhou. As a result, the situational use of cuo became a response marker
indicating that the speaker has undergone some kind of change in his
current state of cognition due to external factors, while the textual use of
cué turned into an additive marker indicating that there is something
following that requires more attention. This divergence caused the
character to split into two forms in pre-Qin documents, with the
situational use of cud written as jié¢ % and the textual use of cud written

as qi¢ H.

Key words: cué [§Y, jie I, gie H, deixis, response, additive

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National Quemoy University
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