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Yang Wanli’s Theory of Shigiong and its Spirit
of Poetics

Hsiao-Feng Chung®

Abstract

Shigiong 5%5 was one of the most important topics in Song
dynasty classical poetry. It concerned questions of why poets were
oftentimes poor, or why it was that poor poets tended to create better
poetry. The latter half of this compound term, giong, denoted not only a
lack of material means but also setbacks in one’s political career.
Following Ouyang Xiu’s EX[5{% claim that “poetry does not bring
poverty to the poet, but enables one to become skilled in writing poetry,”
many poets expressed different viewpoints on this matter. In order to
clarify the importance and development of shigiong, this article focuses
its discussion on Yang Wanli’s 15 E viewpoint. Yang Wanli was one of
the most important poets of the Southern Song dynasty, and his theory of
shigiong was at once representative and influential. This article does not
simply explain Yang Wanli’s life of poverty, but rather seeks to shed light
on his poetic identity and the value of his poetry. This analysis of Yang
Wanli’s oeuvre reveals that giong had become the defining characteristic

of great poets.

Key words: Yang Wanli, Shigiong, the Southern Song dynasty, the spirit

of poetics
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