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8 Li, Wai-yee, The Readability of the Past in Early Chinese Historiography : “To emphasize Lord

Zhuang’s nonculpability (perhaps even passivity), it is also possible to read Zheng zhi as ‘the

intent of the people of Zheng’: it is the Zheng people’s intent (as expressed in the ‘Airs of Zheng’

poems in the Odes) to criticize Lord Zhuang for failing to instruct Duan” (p. 65) “It divines true

causality in terms of ‘Zheng’s intent’ (Zheng zhi): that is, events unfold according to Lord

Zhuang’s plans, and he is in ultimate control of the narrative. What may still be debated is the

content of ‘Zheng’s intent’- does Lord Zhuang mean to kill his brother or to exile him?” (pp.
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"' Li, Wai-yee, The Readability of the Past in Early Chinese Historiography 32" # H7 | J : “That
the text does not say he he left Yan and fled is to say this is difficult.” (p. 61) HJ{& 3 &R -
“Alternatively, ‘the difficulty involved’ may mean that the compiler balks at explicitly stating

Lord Zhuang’s fratricidal intention, preferring the decorum of indirectness to lurid details, which
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would only encourage transgression. However, the word nan may also simply mean zenan &£
(blame), and, in this reading, zhi refers to Lord Zhuang: nan zhi ye %2 t7, thus means ‘holding
Lord Zhuang responsible and blaming him’.” (p. 67) Fiif& 3 TER A —5 - 35 HE#H > = >
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Popularizing Confucian Values: From the
Zuozhuan Account of Lord Zhuang of Zheng
Overcoming his Younger Brother Duan to the
Historical Novels Compiled by Yu Shaoyu and

Feng Menglong

Tzu-Pin Hsu"

Abstract

According to the Chungiu ZFk, Lord Zhuang of Zheng Efif/\
overcame (ke 5%) his younger brother Duan E%. In the Zuozhuan /r{#,
the narrator not only recounts the causes and consequences of this
incident, but also directly judges the characters by elucidating the specific
words used in the Chungiu as well as the comments of the noble man.
The central concern of the discussion is with fraternal ties and filial piety.
The commentator criticizes Lord Zhuang’s failure to fulfill his fraternal
role to properly instruct his brother, but praises his efforts to reconcile
with his mother, Lady Jiang 3% [,. The reticent narrative invites
elaboration and more serious reflection on the accountability of Lord
Zhuang. Following the Guliang’s %22 comment on this incident, the
Han exegete Fu Qian f;E condemned Lord Zhuang for committing
premeditated fratricide, a position echoed by many later interpreters. The

incident became established as a historical subject and it appeared in
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various literary genres, particularly historical fiction. The oldest extant
fictional work that discusses the Guliang s judgment is Yu Shaoyu’s 7[5
fa Lieguo zhizhuan (Chronicles of the States H|[FH7E{8). Yu used the
historical novel format to reproduce a more detailed story focusing on the
power struggle between Lord Zhuang and Duan. This pioneering work
differed considerably from the original canonical text. Yu’s work was
continued by Feng Menglong JEZ25E, who extensively revised the story
and produced the Xin Lieguozhi #%!|[E&E. This latest revision excelled in
fictionalizing history by adding dramatic elements and by enriching the
plot’s development. In addition, Feng’s comments on the way that Lord
Zhuang treated Duan apparently resonated with those put forth by Fu
Qian. More importantly, the historical novel embodied Confucian ideas
that were closely related to Feng’s scholarly works. This article concludes
that the two novelists clearly regarded historical fiction as didactic and as
the most efficacious means of upholding, promoting and transmitting
Confucian values to the public. As such, their novels have surely played

an important role in facilitating the popularization of Confucianism.

Key words: Zuozhuan 7={#, Lord Zhuang of Zheng E[f:#/\, Duan E,
Lieguo zhizhuan %[5 {#, Feng Menglong JEZ5FE, Xin
Lieguozhi ¥7%5|B&
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