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Intermixing, Novelty Seeking, and Reversal
—The Fashioning of ‘China’s Columbus’ in
Ho Jiong’s {a[3[8 Lion’s Blood ¥+ 1

Kean-fung Guan®

Abstract

Ho Jiong’s fa[3d Lion’s Blood is an important but often neglected
novel of the late Qing dynasty. With ‘China’s Columbus’ as the subtitle,
this novel depicts scenes from the Arctic Ocean, Mexico, Spain, Java, and
Africa. The natural landscape, historical evolution, geographic
distribution, cultural customs, and racial characteristics of the continents
are outlined in a richly detailed manner. In this work, Ho Jiong did not
present a simple compromise with Western models, but rather rebuilt a
character paradigm that involved mixing, refutation and competition with
Ho’s own cultural vision. Through a process of connection, change and
transformation, this paradigm was designed to respond to the situation of
the late Qing. This study is divided into four main parts. First, it analyzes
the propagation of Columbus in Chinese contexts over the past few
centuries, and emphasizes how the specific elaboration and imagination
of Columbus differed according to the author’s status and literary style. It
seeks to add to current research on the portrayal of adventurers in
literature, which has heretofore been dominated by studies of “Robinson

Crusoe.” Second, this study investigates how Ho Jiong combined various
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intellectual systems, compositional rules and literary traditions. It further
re-describes ambiguous and complicated character images, while
avoiding the competing structures of “new and old” and “Chinese and
Western” in its investigation of when the concept “Columbus” underwent
changes in verbal images and codes. Third, this study uses spatial layout
as a point of departure for analyzing the method and meaning manifest in
the structure of Lions Blood’s “Going Round the Earth.” At the same
time, it examines the mental status of characters who approached the
world with a novelty-seeking mind, and how the contrast between “self”
and “other” was used to alter the image of China as the “Sick man of East
Asia.” Lastly, this study provides a focused analysis of the scene that
takes place in Africa, which occupies almost half of the novel. It
examines the topic of “Exploration” as a possible solution to the national
crisis in Lion's Blood, and further discusses how Ho Jiong’s experiences
during the late Qing involved reversing/repeating the Columbus-type of
colonial violence, which caused a contradiction between the original goal

of his writing and its result.

Key words: late-Qing, novels, intermixing, novelty seeking, Columbus,

exploration
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