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AT AL CKEHED) AYREZEHIRR (1919-1949)

Cultural and Educational Trends in Modern
China and the Commercial Publication of the
Outlaws of the Marsh 7K;3EH (1919-1949)

Lian-gian Guo®

Abstract

The market for Chinese fiction rose when techniques of lead and
stone printing were prominent, and until the twentieth century those
techniques were able to satisfy popular demand. From 1919, however,
various cultural and educational trends such as vernacular writing, new
punctuation practices, reassessments of the national heritage, and the
establishment of public education, combined to cause newly published
editions of the Outlaws of the Marsh 7K;ZH& to become more diverse in
appearance and format. First of all, the Asia East edition of the text,
which would come to be imitated by several other publishers, utilized
new methods of punctuation and eliminated Jin’s critical remarks. With
the rise of the vernacular writing movement, this version of the work
became an important model of vernacular writing, especially in schools.
Since vernacular writing textbooks for children were insufficient,
teachers used fragments from story books as instructional materials.
Selected readings from earlier novels were added to the Chinese
curriculum in secondary and primary schools, which spurred the

production of literary samplers and new versions of the original texts.

Ph. D., Department of Chinese literature, National Cheng Kung University
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This in turn led to a thorough reassessment of the national heritage, and
prompted the removal of obscenities and references to spirits, devils and
violence from the stories in order to make them more suitable or children,
teenagers and the general public. In short, as a result of these cultural and
educational trends, Outlaws of the Marsh was transformed in the public
consciousness from a work of “popular fiction” to a “classic of ancient
Chinese civilization.” Publishers competed to put out new editions of the
text and the commodification of the Outlaws of the Marsh became

increasingly apparent.

Key words: Outlaws of the Marsh 7K;#{#, the vernacular writing
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educational policy, publication culture
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