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Research on Yellow River Crossings in
the Zuozhuan

Sheng-Sung Huang”

Abstract

According to the Zuozhuan, there were nine crossings on the Yellow
River. Proceeding down river, they were identified as Caisang, Pu (Hequ),
Mao, Meng (Ji), Zhi, Nanhe, Yan (Linyan), Yan (Baima), and Changshou.
Among these crossings, the locations of Pu (Hequ), Mao and Meng (Ji)
are clear and definite, so we will not discuss them here. Instead, we will
focus our discussion on the Ji crossing, which according to our analysis
of the Zuozhuan, was identical to the Meng £ crossing. We also verify
on the basis of textual evidence that the Zhi crossing, which has been
omitted from contemporary analyses, was in fact mentioned in the
Chungiu. Certain scholars who previously discussed the Nanhe, Yan
(Linyan) and Yan (Baima) crossings were confused about their locations,
and therefore we have attempted to clarify them here. As for those
scholars who have maintained that the Fenyin and Liang crossings (where
people could ferry across to the opposite bank), and the Longmen and
Fengling crossings existed in the Spring and Autumn period, we contend

that their positions are constructed on shaky premises.

Key words: Zuozhuan, the Spring and Autumn Period, the Yellow river,

river crossings

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University
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