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The Connection between Sign and Body:
A Discussion of the Pre-Qin Concept of Qi 5g

Liang Ting"

Abstract

This study sheds light on the concept of gi %@ and the way in which
it connects different concepts, especially the connection gi forms between
sign and the human body. Following an exploration of the character gi’s
earliest written form, which is three horizontal lines that form a
pictograph of a dry riverbed, the study goes on to explain how this form
expresses the evaporation of water into mist, which turns into clouds, and
falls as rain. This became a representation of the elemental gi that gave
rise to all life. In accordance with the notion of correspondence, the terms
formed from g¢i in Pre-Qin literature such as shuigi /K, tugi T 5,
tiandi zhi gi K2 R, shiqgi E5R, xieqi MR, jingqi F5R, xingi {25,
zhigi HER, yigi E5R, rengi R, ligi 185, and cigi Ff5R are
indicative of the internal connection that gi builds between these concepts.
Of these, shigi is especially significant, because it established a
connection between the human body and sign. This, in turn, made it
possible for jingqi to come into contact with xingi, which then led to cigi.
The concept of cigi had a large impact on Chinese morality and politics
that can’t be overlooked, especially with regards to the concepts of “the

nameless” (wuming %) and “correct names” (zhengming 1F%4). It

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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eventually led to the formation of wengi 57, an important concept in
later literary criticism. In modern academia, concepts such as nature and
the humanities, the body and the soul, the spiritual and the material, as
well as sign and meaning are often presented as being in binary
opposition to each other. The Pre-Qin concept of ¢i, and its connection of
sign to the body, provides a different way of thinking about the

relationship between these types of opposing concepts.

Key words: gi 5%, sign, body, the nameless, correct names
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