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The Long Natural Barrier: A Study of
“Jianghai (River and Ocean) Writing”
VL% and the National Imagination in
Six Dynasties Fu Hg

Li-Feng Chi”

Abstract

In contrast to earlier dynasties, whose capitals were shielded by
mountains, the founding of the Six Dynasties relied on the Yangtze River
T, and the capital had a close connection to its water flows. Based on
this geographical distinction, I discuss “jianghai (river and ocean)
writing” T8 % in Six Dynasties fu Hf and look into the close
relationship between water flows and the capital. The article is divided
into two main parts. In part one, I examine the relationship between
Jjianghai writing and the national imagination during the Six Dynasties. In
part two, I investigate how jianghai compositions of the period discussed
the stability of the capital, and observe how writers used spectacular
water flows to symbolize the reputation of the state. It is worth pointing
out that in later writings, which correspond to the period when the
Southern states began to decline, the water flows took on images of
cruelty and sadness. Through this analysis, I hope to clarify the import of

Jianghai images in the history of Chinese literature.

Key words: Six Dynasties, jiangfu ;iR haifu /&R, national power
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