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Diplomatic Journeys to the Distant Frontier:
Travel Journals Written by Han Chinese
Envoys during the Early Qing Period and their
Literary Implications

Yu-ching Huang”

Abstract

In the Ming and Qing dynasties, works recording the diplomatic
missions of courtiers and generals to the imperial frontier make up a
substantial proportion of travel writings from the period. These
diplomatic accounts provide an important perspective for assessing the
growth and decline of imperial power. For example, the mission led by
Songgotu ZZH[E (1636-1703), which included a military contingent of
about one thousand soldiers, is regarded as an important prelude to the
signing of the “Treaty of Nerchinsk” JEAF%E{%4Y by China and Russia
in 1689 (the 28" year of Kangxi’s FFEE reign). Two records of
Songgotu’s mission — the Fengshi Eluosi riji Z={H{HZEHTHEC and the
Chusai jiliie HZE4HE - which were written by the Administrative
Officer of Military Affairs Zhang Penghe 5EMERY (1649-1725) and the
Military Officer Qian Liangze #% E £ (1645-1710) respectively,
represent the earliest records from the Qing dynasty of Han officials

travelling beyond the frontier as envoys. The diplomatic journals

Ph.D. candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua University

332



BEFCRS - BIER AT L FERR LT AEREE

composed by Zhang and Qian provide important clues for understanding
this first mission led by Songgotu, which in turn is essential to recovering
the whole story regarding Kangxi’s expedition to the Mongol tribes and
the signing of the “Treaty of Nerchinsk.” In addition to examining the
historical information found in these diplomatic travelogues, this article

analyzes the multiple literary and cultural meanings found within their

pages.

Key words: envoys, Mongolia, Zhang Penghe, Qian Liangze, Feng

Eluosi riji, Chusai jiliie
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