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¢ Slavoj Zizek, On Violence: Six Sideways Reflections (New York: Picador, 2008), p. 2.
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8 Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, vol. 1 (New York: Vintage Books, 1990), p. 139.
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0 43512 5 Max Horkheimer & Theodor W. Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 2002), p. 218; Zygmunt Bauman, Modernity and the Holocaust (MA:
Polity Press, 1989), p. 7; Walter Benjamin, “Theses on the Philosophy of History,” in Hannah
Arendt, ed., Harry Zohn, trans., [lluminations (New York: Schocken Books, 1968), p. 256.
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Mo Yan’s 525 Frog T and Competing
Discourses on the Reconstruction of Cultural
Memory on Birth and Birth Control

Tong-Lu Li*

Abstract

Taking Mo Yan’s &5 novel Frog £ as a principal example, this
article explores the ways in which the traditional cultural memory of birth
is marginalized, the ways in which such memory endorses the farmers’
resistance to state violence in birth control, and the ways in which it is
revitalized in a quasi-religious form in the era of the market economy. It
argues that birth control is not only a sociopolitical practice, but also a
cultural practice. Such a practice embodies the sophisticated innate
connections among reason, belief, and violence in the Chinese
Enlightenment Movement, nation-state building, socialist practice, and
the market economy. When the state legitimizes its violent birth control
practices though these modern discourses, the farmers invoke their
repressed cultural memory rooted in traditional beliefs to endorse their

resistance.

Key words: cultural memory, violence, birth control, resistance,

heavenly principle

Associate Professor, Department of World Languages and Cultures, lowa State University, USA

220



