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The Scholarly Relationship between Wang
Guowei and Luo Zhenyu over the Study of
Ci and Qu

Shuai Liang*

Abstract

In the history of the twentieth-century scholarship, the academic
connection between Wang Guowei and Luo Zhenyu is believed to have
started from their shared interest in stone inscriptions and oracle bones.
However, it was actually the study of ¢i 8 and qu ffi that sparked their
academic relationship. At the end of the Qing Dynasty, Luo Zhenyu not
only lent his collection of ci and qu to Wang Guowei, but he also tried his
best to help get Wang’s studies published. After their arrival in Japan,
Wang gradually became interested in other issues; however, Luo still often
spoke with Wang about textual editions, historical facts regarding authors,
and other issues related to ci and qu. He moreover often consulted Wang
before publishing books on these topics. In addition, Wang lent his
bibliography on ci and qu to Luo, who compiled it into the catalog of the
Dayun library. After Wang’s death, Luo Zhenyu and Luo Zhenchang sold
his collections to collectors at home and abroad in batches, so as to fully
compensate the Wang family. It is argued here that shedding light on how
Luo Zhenyu and Wang Guowei advanced the study of ci and qu, clarifying

their academic relationship, investigating the development of Wang

Associate Professor, School of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhengzhou University
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Guowei’s research, and also exploring the scholarly ecology of the
Republican Period are of great scholarly significance.
Key words: Wang Guowei, Luo Zhenyu, the collation of ci and qu,

scholarly publications, academic connections, Wang

Guowei’s collection of i and qu
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