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A Study of Female Sex Workers in Zeng Xin-
Yi’s Novels

Hua-Hsuan Tai*

Abstract

This study begins with Wang De-Wei’s observation that Huang
Chunming’s description of female sex workers is based on “male-centered
consciousness” and sacrificing women’s dignity. It seeks to identify the
different concerns female writers bring to the topic of female sex workers
and differentiate their depictions from those of male writers. The focus of
the article is Zeng Xin-Yi’s nine novels about female sex workers, and it
finds three significant differences between her portrayals and those of male
writers. First, Zeng Xin-Yi cares about the subjectivity of female sex
workers, describes their ambivalence with sex work, their inner feelings
about occupational injury, and the difficulties they face when they decide
to leave sex work and return to society. The images and moods of female
sex workers are described in a three-dimensional and delicate manner.
Second, this article proposes that although the main reason why women
became sex workers in the 1970s was to support their families, it was their
own choice and not a result of being forced or sold. Based on this, the
article describes the commodification of sex that occurred after Taiwan
became a capitalist society in the 1970s, and provides reflections on

women’s sacrifices for their families. Finally, speaking from the

Associate Professor, Department of Taiwan Literature, Aletheia University
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perspective of female consciousness, Zeng Xin-Yi criticized the cross-
racial male alliance that Taiwan entered into with the US military and
Japan’s vacation tourism, and demonstrated an independent national
consciousness from the perspective of national allegory. This article also
points out that female writers are more concerned with women'’s subjective
consciousness, which is different from the national fables of male writers.
Accordingly, this study finds that writers of different genders depict female
sex workers in different ways, and it thereby achieves the goal of dialogue

and supplementation.

Key words: Zeng Xin-Yi, female sex workers, gender awareness, cross-

racial male alliances, national fables
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