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The Vietnamese Confucian Ruan Wenchao’s
View of the Shangshu

Mei-Shiu Tsao*

Abstract

In this article, I analyze Ruan Wenchao’s view of the Shangshu and
compare it with the interpretations advanced by Li Guidun as well as those
found in traditional Chinese scholarship. I first introduce the background
and intellectual atmosphere of Ruan Wenchao’s era and outline his
academic viewpoint. On this basis of this examination, I conclude that
Ruan Wenchao’s view of the Shangshu was not related to the imperial
examination. His interpretation of the text is presented mainly in the
Zhujing kaoyue ££4%-%%Y, which constitutes one part of his Fangting
suibilu 75 = 5 %5 $% . Ruan takes the Shangshu seriously because it
contains Confucius’ distillation of earlier tradition and because it relays his
views on both human affairs and heavenly principle. I analyze Ruan’s view
of the Shangshu from four angles: the problem of distinguishing truth and
falsehood, research into the mythology of the Shangshu, the sixteen
character xinchuan [, and his attitude towards Zhu Xi and Cai Chen.
My analysis reveals that the study of the Shangshu in Vietnam was affected
by Chinese scholarship and at the same time had its own unique
characteristics. Compared to Li Guidun, the greatest Confucian of the later
Li dynasty, Ruan is more independent and less beholden to the

commentarial tradition.

Keywords: Vietnam, Ruan Wenchou, the Shangshu, Chinese

Confucianism, comparative analysis
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