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The Distinction between Zhi ~x and Zhi Hs /
Zhi 7 : A Strata Analysis of Some Relevant
Rhyme Groups in Southern Min

Bei-Shan Lin*

Abstract

This article examines the phonological strata of the reflexes of the
Middle Chinese zhi 3% , zhi Fg , zhi 2 and wei fi{ rhymes in modern
Southern Min, with a focus on the distinction between zhi 7 and zhi Hg
/zhi 7 which descended from the Southern Dynasty Jiangdong dialect.
Strata analysis reveals that there is a distinction between zhi =7 and zhi
Hg /zhi 2 in the closed-mouth group in modern Southern Min, while no
such contrast exists in the open-mouth group. In addition , wei {if
frequently is the partner of zai <% which differs from zhi f§ /zhi 7. The
evidence shows that the distinction between zhi 7 and zhi B§ /zhi 2

descended from the identical finals of the archaic rhyme categories “wei

e /,go FK /,ji 4% and wen 3L/, yuan JT”.

Key words: historical linguistics, comparative method, strata analysis, the
distinction between zhi 7 and zhi H5 / zhi 2, Middle

Chinese, Archaic Chinese

Concurrently Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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