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The Implications of the “Fisherman’s Song”
and the Metaphor of “Song” in the Collection of
Odes to Ancient Zen Lianzhu Koans

Pei-Chun Yang®

Abstract

The Collection of Odes to Ancient Zen Lianzhu Koans is the earliest
extant anthology that preserves the outstanding creative achievements of
Zen masters from the Song dynasty. Among the odes in the text, there are
several that mention the term “fisherman’s song” in their verses. Although
the number of odes that use this term is small, it was not an accidental
phenomenon, but rather represented the continuation of a Taoist-style
“fisherman” image derived from the Chinese literary tradition, and found
in works such as Zhang Zhihe’s “Fisherman’s Songs” from the Tang
dynasty and the monk Chuanzi’s “Rowing Songs.” The imagery of the
“fisherman’s song” in Tang dynasty poetry already had special associations,
but Zen odes from the Song dynasty expanded these associations in their
creation of koan content. Different Zen masters used “fisherman’s songs”
in their poems, forming richer and more diverse levels of specific reference.
They are different from other “song” metaphors, making “fisherman’s

songs” a unique symbol of the Dharma in the Zen forest.

Key word : Collection of Odesto Ancient Zen Lianzhu Koans, odes,

fisherman’s songs, fishermen, Zen songs, songs
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