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Poetics, Historiography and Moral Cultivation:
On Wang Fuzhi’s Dragonboat Gathering

Hui-Lin Hsu*

Abstract

Dragonboat Gathering (LZH), Wang Fuzhi’s only known dramatic
work, is based on a Tang tale and its late Ming vernacular revision, which
recounts how Xie Xiao’e avenges the murder of her father and husband.
Most scholars agree that Wang’s LZH turns the Xie Xiao’e story into an
allegory for national trauma. This study offers a different way of
understanding LZH by reading the play along with Wang Fuzhi’s
philosophical thought, historical essays, and discussions on poetry. The
article begins by discussing the relationship between the reference of place
and Wang Fuzhi’s construction of poetic lineage; it then analyzes the moral
significance of the riddle solving scene in the play, the point of departure
for the vengeance. The third part of the article explains how the act of
vengeance is related to Wang Fuzhi’s concept of moral cultivation. Lastly,
by investigating the structure of the narrative, the article illustrates how
Wang Fuzhi positioned LZH in relation to a larger poetic tradition. It argues
that LZH is a work strongly infused with the characteristics of Confucian
philosophical thought. For Wang Fuzhi, Confucian moral cultivation was
an effective means of coping with the national and historical traumatic

experiences caused by the fall of the Ming dynasty, of which LZH was a

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, The Chinses University of

Hong Kong

284



FEMEAEEREE TR GEME) FE

dramatic representation.

Key words: Wang Fuzhi, Dragonboat Gathering, Xie Xiao’e, poetics,

historiography, moral cultivation
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