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Seven-syllable Regulated Verse in the Tang
Dynasty

Kuo-Neng Hsu*

Abstract

Since the Qi and Liang dynasties, five-syllable verse had been the
most popular style of poetry, and this continued to be true up to the early
Tang dynasty. From the mid-Tang onwards, as the regulated verse form
matured, seven-syllable verse gradually took the place of five-syllable
verse and became the main poetic style of this period.

When it comes to descriptive poems, seven-syllable verse has many
advantages over five-syllable verse. Seven-syllable verse can contain
richer content when describing the appearance and character of objects, as
well as enable deeper layers of interaction between poets and the space
they occupy, whether physical, emotional or metaphysical.

The development of seven-syllable verse led to three breakthroughs
in poetics: the refinement of observational skills and writing technique, an
increased range of styles from irony to melancholic beauty that could be
expressed in poems, and the depiction of extreme allusions.

Seven-syllable verse also had a great influence on later generations,
including the development of the xikun and baizhan styles in the Song
dynasty and the seven-syllable verse of the Ming and Qing dynasties which
was used to express political feelings.

All of these styles can be regarded as proof of the lasting influence

Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University
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the Tang dynasty seven-syllable verse exerted on Chinese poetry.

Key words: poems of the Tang dynasty, seven-character octaves, poems

about objects, Du Fu, Li Shangyin
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