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Differences and Convergences in the Chinese
Cultural Tradition: On Tang Yongtong and
Meng Wentong’s Studies of Chinese Intellectual
History

Yi-Hong Yu*

Abstract

In the first half of the twentieth century, Chinese historical scholarship
was deeply concerned with the question of normative values in Chinese
culture. Under the larger topic of “Song Confucianism,” this article
investigates these concerns through case studies of Tang Yongtong’s and
Meng Wentong’s writings. The article begins by describing Qian Mu’s
account of the development in Chinese thought from Sinitic Buddhism to
Neo-Confucianism. Then, it analyzes Tang’s works and reveals Tang’s
intention to explore Neo-Confucianism in the Song dynasty. This part of
the article also constructs a dialogue between Lii Cheng and Tang
Yongtong, which further reveals Tang’s cultural concerns. The next section
of the article examines Meng’s explorations of the Confucian theory of the
good human nature and its institutional expressions in Chinese intellectual
history. It then describes his efforts to prove that through cultural
convergence, Confucianism from the Han to the Song continued to develop
and advocate the above theory. This portion of the article also discusses
how Meng argued for the contemporary relevance of Confucianism as well

as the difficulties he met late in life. Through this analysis, this article
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shows the logic, complexity and predicament faced by modern Chinese

scholars who had cultural nationalist concerns and conservative ideas.

Key words: Tang Yongtong, Meng Wentong, cultural nationalism, Neo-

Confucianism
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